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In  Senate,  March.  4,  1840. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Rail-roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  cause  to  be  printed  the  several  Reports 
of  the  Boston  and  Lowell,  the  Boston  and  Worcester, 
and  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporations, 
in  relation  to  lands  held  by  said  Corporations,  and 
whether  the  same  are  taxed. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

CHAS.  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 


House  of  Representatives,  March  4,  1840. 
Concurred. 

L.  S.  CUSHING,  Clerk . 


Ittec 


2  LANDS  HELD  BY  RAIL-ROAD  CORP’S.  [March, 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Low¬ 
ell  Rail-road  Corporation,  respectfully  answer  the  in¬ 
quiries  of  your  Honorable  Board  of  the  first  instant,  as 
follows  : 

1st.  The  said  Corporation  took  conveyances  of  the 
land  on  which  said  Rail-road  is  located,  wherever  they 
were  able  to  agree  with  the  respective  owners,  as  to  the 
terms  of  purchase. 

2d.  The  quantity  of  land  thus  bought  and  held  by 
them  in  fee  simple,  is,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
267  acres,  3  quarters,  24  rods. 

The  quantity  of  land  taken  under  their  charter,  over 
which  they  have  only  the  right  of  way,  is  nearly  39 
acres,  2  quarters,  18  rods.  Of  this,  9  acres,  1  quarter, 
7  rods,  were  obtained  by  amicable  agreement,  or  a  pas¬ 
sage  given  gratuitously. 

3d.  We  are  not  aware  of  any  tax  having  been  assessed 
upon  any  portion  of  the  road,  except  one  in  Charles¬ 
town,  .in  1839,  amounting  to  $17  85.  Various  taxes 
have  been  assessed  and  paid  upon  other  real  estate  be¬ 
longing  to  the  corporation,  exclusive  of  the  land  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  road  bed.  The  payment  of  the  $17  85  was 
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at  first  refused  by  the  Corporation,  but  afterwards  paid 
by  the  agent  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  litigation  for  so 
small  an  amount. 


P.  F.  JACKSON,  Pres. 
JOSEPH  TILDEN, 
WM.  APPLETON, 
GEO.  W.  LYMAN, 
JOHN  BRYANT, 

Directors. 

Boston,  Feb.  12th,  1840. 
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4  LANDS  HELD  BY  RAIL-ROAD  CORP’S.  [March, 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  : 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Provi¬ 
dence  Rail-road  Corporation,  respectfully  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  answers  to  the  interrogatories  of  your  honorable 
board,  contained  in  the  order  of  the  1st  instant,  viz. 

1.  The  Corporation  have  taken  conveyances  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  lands  over  which  their  road  passes  from  the 
owners  so  as  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple.  The 
quantity  as  near  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  is 
as  follows  : 

In  Boston,  one  acre  and  one  rod. 

44  Roxbury,  twenty-nine  acres,  forty  roads. 

“  Dorchester,  two  acres,  one  hundred  forty-five  rods. 

44  Dedham,  thirteen  acres,  one  hundred  thirty-five 
rods. 

44  Canton,  twenty-two  acres,  one  hundred  seven  rods. 

44  Sharon,  fifty-six  acres  twelve  rods. 

44  Foxborough,  twelve  acres,  forty-four  rods. 

44  Mansfield,  forty-six  acres,  one  rod. 

44  Attleborough,  thirty  acres,  fourteen  rods. 

44  Seekonk,  sixty  acres,  one  hundred  thirty-two  rods* 

Making  two  hundred  seventy-four  acres,  one  hundred 
fifty-one  rods. 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  the  Dedham  Branch,  the 
quantity  of  which  is  ten  acres  ninety-two  rods,  making 
together  two  hundred  eighty-five  acres,  eighty-three 
rods. 

2.  No  taxe«  have  been  paid,  to  our  knowledge  upon 
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the  road  in  any  of  the  towns  in  which  the  road  is  located, 
or  where  it  terminates.  The  Corporation  have  been 
taxed  in  various  towns  for  lands  of  which  they  were 
owners.  But  whether  these  taxes  were  assessed  in  any 
instances  upon  the  road,  we  are  unable  to  say,  except  in 
the  town  of  Mansfield,  where  we  are  informed  a  tax  of  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  dollars  was  assessed  upon  the  road. 
But  the  Corporation  have  declined  paying  the  same. 

JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr.  Pres . 

WM.  APPLETON, 

WM.  STURGIS, 


Directors . 
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To  the  Honorable  Senate  : 

The  undersigned,  President  of  the  Boston  and  Wor¬ 
cester  Rail-road  Corporation,  in  compliance  with  the 
order  of  the  Senate  passed  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
instant,  in  which  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said 
Rail-road  Corporation  are  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate, 

1st,  Whether  the  said  Corporation  have  taken  con¬ 
veyances  of  the  land  over  which  their  road  is  located, 
so  as  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple  ;  and, 

2nd,  Whether  taxes  have  been  assessed  on  said  road, 
in  the  several  towns  in  which  said  road  is  located,  or  in 
the  city  or  town  where  it  terminates, 

Respectfully  reports  : — that  the  said  Directors  laid  out 
their  Rail-road  from  the  city  of  Boston  to  the  town  of 
Worcester,  taking  the  land  necessary  therefor,  in  two 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  several  parcels,  belonging  to 
different  individuals,  partnerships,  or  corporations.  The 
land  so  taken  for  the  Rail-road  track  is  estimated  to  be 
of  an  average  width  of  about  four  rods.  In  making  com¬ 
pensation  for  the  damage  arising  from  the  taking  of  such 
lands  and  the  construction  of  the  Rail-road  thereon,  the 
settlement  has  been  made  in  the  greatest  number  of 
cases,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  lands  so  taken,  by 
an  amicable  agreement  with  the  proprietors  thereof,  and 
by  purchase  of  said  lands,  and  taking  deeds  of  the  same 
to  the  corporation  in  fee.  The  number  of  tracts  of  land 
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in  which  the  release  of  damages  has  been  thus  obtained, 
is  two  hundred  and  forty-six,  measuring  in  all  12,082 
rods,  or  thirty-seven  miles,  and  242  rods  in  length. 

On  the  residue  of  the  distance,  measuring  about  seven 
miles  in  length,  releases  of  damages  have’ been  obtained 
from  the  greater  part  of  the  proprietors,  by  thirty-one 
instruments  of  various  descriptions,  on  payment  of  such 
compensation  as  has  been  amicably  agreed  on  writh  the 
proprietors,  or  such  sums  as  have  been  awarded  by  re¬ 
ferees,  or  by  the  county  commissioners,  and  in  some  few 
cases  by  the  verdict  of  juries.  On  the  principal  part  of 
that  portion  of  the  route  which  crosses  the  Full  and  Re¬ 
ceiving  Basins  of  the  Water  Power  Company  in  Roxbu- 
ry,  the  damages  are  not  yet  settled. 

In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  the  undersigned  re¬ 
ports,  that  taxes  have  been  assessed  on  such  lands  of 
the  said  corporation  as  are  used  for  depot  stations,  and 
for  all  other  purposes,  except  for  the  Rail-road  track  in 
Boston,  Worcester,  and  the  other  towns  in  which  they 
are  respectively  situated  ;  and  all  such  taxes  have  been 
duly  paid.  No  tax  has  been  levied  upon  the  land  used 
for  the  Rail-road  track,  except  in  one  instance.  A  short 
time  after  the  Rail-road  was  opened,  a  demand  was  pre¬ 
sented  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Newton  for  a  tax  levied 
on  the  part  of  the  road  which  lies  in  that  town.  This 
tax  was  not  paid,  on  the  ground,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Directors,  it  was  illegal. 

NATHAN  HALE. 


Boston ,  Feb.  17,  1840. 
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